| JUNE, 1877. 


THE MONTH. 


France is once more in a state of intense and general excitement. This time it 
is not the action of the Chamber of Deputies, the Senate, or the people, that has 
occasioned the commotion, but the act of the Marshal-President alone. Knowing as 
we do the political antecedents of the present ruler of France, and the diffitulty which 
nearly all its rulers seem to feel in comprehending the true principles of parliamentary 
government, and the duties of a constitutional chief ruler, we may not be greatly 
surprised at the occurrence ; bat none the lesd, in common with all reflective poli- 
ticians, of whatever party, in this country, must we regard it with regret. France 
bas of late been more tranquil in ber political condition, with apparently brighter 
and better prospects for the future, than for sonie previous years. The ‘“‘ Conservative 
Republic” was developing and consolidating itself; a spirit of forbearance and self- 
restraint, as between opposing parties, seemed to be increasing; and, except the 
clerical agitation in her midst on behalf of the restoration of the temporal power of 
the Pope, no dark or thfpatening clouds loomed on her horizon. Such a time as this 
it is which Marshal MacMahon has chosen to throw the nation into confusion by an 
act which, although in form not contrary to law, is obviously antagonistic to the 
aim and spirit of the Constitution. The head of the State takes upon himself to 
dismiss his Ministers, although possessing the confidence of the Chambers and the 
country, and commanding a large majority in Parliament, simply because their per- 
sonal opinions and policy are distasteful to himself! The constitutional ruler of the 
State sets up his own judgment in opposition to the judgment of the country! 
The issue thus raised involves far graver consequences than any mere question of 
party politics or creed. It is simply the question whether the will of one man or of 
the nation is to rule the destinies of France. From a constitutional point of view, 
the act of the Marshal would have been equally reprehensible had parties been 
reversed,—had the Chamber been monarchical or reactionary, and the President the 
champion of democratic or republican ideas. Marshal MacMahon, it is announced, 
intends to avail himself to the fullest extent of the powers allowed him by the law. 


He has prorogued the Chambers for a month ; at the expiration of that period they 


will be, it is stated, prorogued again, and, should a majority of the Senate concur in 
the project, a dissolution will ensue. In that case, the new Chamber will not 
assemble till Uctober, and meanwhile the Marshal will secure five months of un- 
limited, if not irresponsible power, which will be utilized in practical efforts to 
obtair. for himself a parliamentary majority. The result no one can foresee. Already, 
however, the prefects throughout France are being changed, and the struggle be- 
tween personal and parliamentary government has commenced in earnest. 


“The events now taking place in France have aroused in certain quarters on the 
Continent the most keen and lively apprehensions. At such a crisis in European 
politics as this, ramours will of course be rife, and many, doubtless, are unfounded ; 
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but the gravity of that crisis is, of course, enhanced by the introduction of any fresh 
element of distarbance or alarm. In the recent acts of Marshal MacMahon public 
opinion at Berlin and elsewhere recognizes Ultramontane schemes and tactics; and 
thec lericals, with their plots for the restoration of the Pope's temporal dominion, 
are suspected of being the econtrivers and wire-pullers of the whole affair. This ex- 
plains the uneasiness felt respecting it both in the German and Italian capitals; and 
the assurances which, when he stopped the deliberations of the Chamber, the French 
President deemed it needful to put forth, of his desire and intention stil] to follow « 
pacific policy. It has actually been affirmed that the Pope has been assured by the 
Bishop of Poictiers, on the authority of Marshal MacMahon, that the dread of 
Germany aloné keeys France from breaking with Itely, and undertaking « crusade 
to replace the Pope upon his throne. It has farther been alleged that the Duc de 
Broglie would not have the serious responsibility of forming a reac- 
tionary Cabinet, but for 
shortly be diverted from home politics by a foreign war—a war by which the 
national jealousy and the military spirit of France might be aroused, and the aims of 
the clerical party in relation to Rome promoted and secured. It is bard to credit 
such statements, or to believe that by any statesman, however short-sighted, projects _ 
so insane could be conceived ; yet it is equally hard to disconnect the momentous 
step which at so grave a period in European history Marshal MacMahon has ven- 
tured to take, from its supposed influence and result on European politics; and this 
difficulty is increased when we remember the many proofs recently afforded of the 
existence on the Continent of a deep-laid conspiracy for the restoration of the Pope's 
temporal authority. Without, therefore, giving credence to such rumours as those 
recently circulated, that an alliance has been, or shortly will be, formed between France, 
Austria, and Turkey, against Russia, Germany, and Italy, for the joint objects of 
preserving the “independence and integrity ” of the Ottoman Empire and restoring 
the temporal power of the Pope, we may yet believe that desperate efforts are on 
foot on behalf of both these objects, and that it is the duty of those friends of freedom 
and humanity in this country who desire, on the one hand, that the Christian pro- 
vinces of Turkey should be emancipated from her hateful and oppressive sway, and, 
on the other, that those who have escaped from the thraldom of the priestly govern- 
ment of Rome, should never again be brought under such a yoke of bondage, 
vigilantly to watch the action of the European Governments, and especially to be 
upon their guard lest Great Britain should be drawn or entrapped into any alliance 
by which, however indirectly, objects so incompatible with the maintenance and 
extension of civil and religious freedom should be promoted or advanced. 


From the seat of war no tidings have as yet been received of any very important 
or decided character. Military operations, on the part of both Turkey and Russia, 
have, on the European side, been greatly impeded by the rains. There have, how- 
ever, been several sharp skirmishes betweén the Roumanians and the Turks; and 
the concentration of the armies is progressing. The passage of the Danube is, of 
course, a formidable affair, not swiftly or easily accomplished. On the Asiatic frontier 
the advance of the Russians has been steady, and the army of the Caucasus pre- 
sents an imposing and extended front. A great battle is supposed to be imminent, 
but hitherto the accounts of the several skirmishes and conflicts that have occurred 


have been of a most varied and conflicting character. The Turka appear to have | 


achieved some minor successes on the shores of the Black Sea, but the forts they 
have captured are but small, and of no strategical importance ; whilst the Russians 
have taken and now hold the large and important fortress of Ardahan. It was 


that the attention of the French people might - 
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rumoured that the Circassian tribes on and near the Caucasian frontier were all 
rising in rebellion against Russia, but these reports appear to be exaggerations. As 
the summer advhaces, more decisive action may be looked for, both im Asia and in 
Europe. Meanwhile, direct diplomatic action in the matter seeins to be suspended, 
although rumours arp afloat of forthcoming alliances between Turkey, Austria, and 
France. Fresh atrocities are reported to have recommenced in the Christian pro- 
vinces of Turkey. Public opinion in Europe, and especially at Berlin, discredits 
the aggressive objects attributed to Russia, and inclines to the belief that even now 
active diplomatic intervention, based on the much-desired “‘ European concert,” 
might avail to bring sbout a peace. The belief that our own country will be kept 
out of the conflict—notably that Great Britain will be saved from the dishonour, 
under any circumstances, of taking up arms im defence of the detestable Government 
of Turkey—is gaining ground at home; and for this we are, in large measure, 
indebted to the debate on Mr. Gladstone's Resolutiona The strong feeling which 
throughout the country obtains on this matter was in that debate pointedly brought . 
out; and the assurances then given by our Government of their intention to preserve 
neutrality have, to some extent, relieved the public mind. Of the debate in question 
it is not too mach to say that it was one of the fullect and most exhaustive that ever 
engaged the attention of our Parliament, and that, whilst it revealed the manifold 
difficulties with which the great astern Question is surrounded, it clearly indicated 
that its only possible solution must be one based on comprebensive and not narrow 
views of what European as well as British imterests require, and upon a full recog- 
nition of what is imperatively called fur in the still higher aad nobler interests uf 
freedom, justice, and humanity. nal 
\\ The advance of public opinion upon a subject which has stirred up throughout 
the vountry strong feelings of antagonism, and excited within the walls of Parliament 
during severa) successive sessions the most vigorous and vehement debute, is 
strikingly exemplified in the reception of the Burials Bill in the House of Lords, 
and the manipulation it has there undergone. The Bill, as brought im, failing to 
satisfy the Nonconformists, for the redress of whose grievances it had ostenmbly 
been framed, and eminent politicians, of both parties in the State, having never- 
theless intimated their conviction that the time had arrived when the question must 
be settled onee for all,—great interest was felt as to the course which the Ministry 
might determine to pursue. It was thought that the Bill might be abandoned ou 
the second reading ; but, instead of this, the Government withdrew the chief pro- 
vision of the measure—that for permitting the “silent burial” of the remains of 
Nonconformists in parochial churchyards; thus reducing it to the character of a 
purely sanitaty Bill, and leaving the position ‘of Dissenters exactly what it was 
before. Against this course, however, a practical protest has been entered by Con- 
servative no less than Liberal peers. The two Archbishops have laboured, with some 
degree of success, to effuct »omething in the direction of « settlement. Hence « 
clause, muved by the Primate, enacting that im certain cases wherein the Burial 
Service cannot legally be used, as in those of unbaptized persons, and im other cases 
wherein the surviving relatives or friends may object to that service, a separate religious 
service, approved by the bishop in each diocese, may be used at the interment, was, 
notwithstanding the opposition of Ministers, adopted by the House—the former part 
of this amendment beigg agreed to without a division, and the latter carried against 
the Ministry by a majority of five. The first part of this clause is intended to apply 
to the children of Churchmen dying before they could be baptized, and te the child- 
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: the Nonconformist grievance, by dispensing with the Charch Service in cases wherein 

the friends of the deceased object to that service in itself The attempt of the Arch- 

bishop of York to relieve conscientious clergymen from the obligation of reading 

the Burial Service over the remains of persons of immoral or flagitious lives was 

less successful, although designed to remove a grievance which bas long and pain- 

fally been felt. It was on all sides admitted that this grievance was the occasion of 

much reproach and scandal to the Church, but its very weight seemed to present 

insuperable difficulties in the way of its removal, and the Archbishop, appealed to on 

all han-Is to withdraw his amendment, had no resource but to comply. The chief 

interest of the debate, however, turned upon the amendments proposed by the Earl of 

/ Harrowby, who, in the most thorough spirit of conciliation, adopted the principle 

Jaid down by Earl Granville, by proposing, under certain safeguards and restrictions, 

that Dissenters should have the right to inter their dead in the parochial church- 

yards “ with such Christian and orderly religious services as they may think fit,” or 

withont any service whatever. That-a division in Committee in the House of 

Lords, on clanses such as these, should show an equal number of their Lordships pro 


ens 


and con., must be regarded as strikingly significant, indicative of the fact that this 
question is passing out of the region of party politics, and assuming national propor- 
tions ; and that moderate and reasonable wen, of whatever political views, regard it 
as both requiring and approaching an early and decisive settlement. 


i The decision of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council upon the appeal in 
fi the Folkestone Ritual Case (Ridsdale v. Clifton) has at length been given. It is 
probally—as involving a final judgment upon the most pronounced and significant 
of the innovations introduced hy the Romanizing party into the public service of the 
Church—the most important ecclesiastical decision that as yet has been delivered by 
that body. Whilst scarcely satisfactory in all respects to men of Evangelical prio- 
ciples, it is yet decisive on the point which, perbaps above all others, was symbolical 
of and designed to inculcate the doctrines of the “ real presence” and the “ eucha- 
ristic sacrifice ;” and these doctrines, with the pretended facts on which they rest, it 
by implication distinctly and completely disavows. It will therefore be regarded as _ 

a “heavy blow and great discouragement” by the Ritualists. Of the twelve points 

on which the Court of Arches had given judgment against Mr. Ridsdale, upon four = ~— 
only bad he ventured to appeal. These were the legality, respectively, of the 
“eucharistic vestments” and the “eastward position,” the lawfulness of using 
“wafer” instead of ordinary bread, and the permissibility of using a crucifix under 
certain specified conditions. The two former were of course the most important of 
the issues to be raised. The Judicial Committee, in a mcst elaborate and carefully- 
considered judgment, has decided, first, that the eucharistic vestments are illegal, 
and that, at all times of his ministration, the surplice is the only proper vestment 
for a clergyman. Next, the eastward position is virtually left an open question, or 
rather, it is ruled that, the language of the Rubric being somewhat ambiguous upon 
/ this paint, that position cannot be adjudged as absolutely illegal, or as affording ground 
for prosecution, provided only the clergyman so stands at the Communion as that 
the congregativn can see him break the bread and take the cup into his hand. That 
these manual acts were invisible to Mr. Ridsdale’s congregution, they regard as “ not 
~ proven,” and they therefore give that gentleman the benefit of the doubt. Again, 
the use of wafer instead of ordinary bread is declared to be unlawful; but it is 
udjudged that, in the particular case of Mr. Ridsdale, it is not proved that the wafers 
_ which be used differed in’ material from ordinary bread. As regards the crucifix, 
| it is condemned, on the ground that circumstances indicated the probability of it 
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being regarded with an idolatrous or superstitious veneration—mere s ulptured 
figures, as such, ndt being prohibited by law. Such is the judgment; and whilst 
opinions may differ as to its probable results on the main issues of the controversy, 
one fact at least is clear, that it is certain to exercise a controlling influence over all 
future decisions, and to regulate authoritatively the course of future litigation. On 
“the whole, whilst we cannot help regretting that the question of the “eastern posi- 
tion” bas been legalized, it is satisfactery that that of “ vestments” has been settled 

once for all; and we regard that settlement as calculated effectively to check, in some 
mearure at least, the inculeation ofthe Iomiah doctrines of the real presence” and 
the “ eucharistic sacrifice.” 


Our readers will have noted that the Vicar of St. James's, Hatcham, has 
signalized bis return to his parish by a daring and open violation of the law. 
Although suspended judicially from his ecclesiastical functions, no less by direct 
episcopal authority than by that of Lord Penzance, he has disregarded al! prohibi- 
tions, obtained surreptitious entrance into St. James's Church, with the connivance 
of his own churchwarden, and there celebrated the Eucharist with the accessories 
forbidden by the law! It will be instructive to note what course will be taken, 
beth by the Bishop and the Court of Arches, in respect of this remarkable detiance 
of authority. Mr. Tooth, it is stated, has pronounced schismatical all the services 
that have been conducted and the ecclesiastical offices performed, in his absence, by 


the clergyman appointed by the Bishop! 


The religious anniversaries which the last month has witnessed have been 
proceedings, or in the intelligent interest which those proceedings 
os habe in the Christian public of England. The meetings have been as 
statements, indeed, of some of the societies show a falling off in the receipts, but 
this, in most cases, may be accounted for by the general depression during the 
last few months of everP branch of industry and trade. The present state of 
the Continent, the high prices of provisions, and the more than ordinary uncer- 
tainty of commercial prospects, have all contributed to this result. There are 
societier, however, which exhibit no diminution, but rather an increase ii their in- 
come, and to some of the anniversaries a special interest attached. The presence, at 
two of the missionary meeting», of the Karl of Northbrook, the late Governor- 
General and Viceroy of India, was a tribute of marked significance to the value of 
missionary work in general, and that carried on in India in particular, and as such 
was fully appreciated ; especially as his lordship showed himself to be well ac- 
_quainted with the leading features of the work. On the whole, the various anni- 
versaries have, as one result, made it clear that there is no lack, in almust every 
department of Christian activity, of faithful and devoted labourers, and thus have 
no less made it evident that the Christian Churches of this country are, in these 
Sn fully alive to their most imperative and urgent ob!igations. 
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[Frem our own Correspondent. 
Paria, May 19, 1877. 
THE CHANGE OF MINIETRY. 
Peace or war? was once the question. 
Peace! was the anewer of Marshal 
Mahon. Will it be peace with the new 
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montanes chuckle, the Republicans rejoice, 
for they fully believe that this «mall coup 
état, by revealing the intentions of the 
clervcala, will so disgust the country that the | 
the deeper root from this rough blast. All. 
that is required is that a quiet and dignified | 


attitude be maintained until the approaching | 
elections; that no undue excitement be al-— 
be fomented by interested parties, | 

thus acts be committed that would take | 
id. 


i that while in power 
the men of Rowe will urge the Government 
to war, the evil spirit of which has been. 


Government taking the matter in hand, and 
yet t that a commission of Se- 


hed not rather been 
named. “A Liberal Church constituted offi- 
cially in Paris, having at its bead a Liberal 
Consistory which is already prepered, grouping 
iteelf around two or three of our most eloquent 
and valued preachers,” is the end in view of the 
party. This is nething else than the «fficial 
installation by Government, and as belong- 
ing to the Reformed Church of France, of 
the views of a minority in cpposition to the 
legal majority of that Charch, with other 
doctrines, other worship, and other electoral 
conditions! “The Minister of Worship,” 
says a journal, “thought he was a peace- 
maker, whereas be has only opened a cam- 
paign for the parties to fight with redoubled 
violence. ‘Those who were already overcome 
and almost submissive, find in bis unexpected 
support e hope which was nearly extin- 
guished; those who had gained the advan- 
tage are scandalized and vexed at seeing a!l 
they had so laboriously won again put in 
question, and, first and foremost, the autho- 
rity of the Synod! Thus, to please the mino- 
rity of the Church in Paris, who have risen 
tion of the French Reform, the Government, 
in its unconscious ignorance, and thinking to 
do the best thing, is about to throw all the 
Reformed Churches of France into fresh and 
direful convulxions! To prevent a legitimate 
separation, or ‘schism,’ outside of the Church, 
it is proposed to install officially a ‘schism’ 
within / remedy: worse than the 


‘amine into the legality of the project. The 


the initiative or adhesion of the competent 
religious bodies, of all or part of the circon- 
scripiions and jurisdictions which constitute 


Liberals (Rationalists) expressed delight at the 


it. But it expresses its entire confidence in 


a 
| 
Ministry? The Ultramontane party appears | 
a to have overdone itself, and a* usual created 
 s a reaction. Gambetta spoke in the Chamber | 
i of Deputies firmly and sensibly, separating the | 
ig President from his advisers, and showing | 
France ao the in, wirbing for pense, and not | 
disposed for war. This speech was endor-ed | 
| 3 by a majority of two hundred, who also de- 
dred thatthe cover ofthe county 
7 could only be possessed by a Cabinet free to 
a act and resolved to govern on Republican | 
eT principles, which alone can guarantee order | 
- and prosperity at home, and peace abroad 
The surprise awakened by the sudden | 
misaal | 
j appointmen a Min | 
by the Duc de Br 
the message of | 
gation of the 
oT ee The Consistory met to deliberate on 
the matter, and bas its reso!u'ions, 
cai | which conclude as folluws : “ Considering that 
ai the formation of circonscriptions aud reliyious 
a] jurisdictions touches directly the interests of 
ampering the Marshal anc faith, pastoral action, organization of 
at too much already. | worship, and autonomy of the Church, and 
at THE REFORMED CHURCH ___| that in virtue of precise laws, and of a rule 
al seems as far as ever from peace. Every of public rights common to all churches, 
9S change of Ministry of course affects it, In | such matters belong to the initiative of the 
2 this case, the Liberals having proposed an | ecclesiastical power, the Consistory rejects at 
| | official division of the Protestants of Paris | once, as autagonistic to the rights and prero- 
ef into at least two consistories (as they did in | gatives of the Church, all petitions that tend 
-  18€5 for electoral purposes, and which was}to the abolition or modification, without 
i: refused), the Government appointed a com- 
re 


to the Minister, M. Martel, showing that the 
question brought before him had been amply 
discussed and settled at various times, and 
latterly by the Synod in 1872, which strongly 
rejected the division of the Paris Church 
and its fundamental! 

faith, were recognized by a 
President of 
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THE RECENT “conFsRENCES” OF FATHER 


humble teaching of some Aquila, to show 
him the fulness of Christ, and how man is 


if 


presented one of ite silver medals of honour to 
THE REV. WALL 

for his dévouement @ [humanite (devotedness 

to mankiad(, This is wonderfully well- 

timed, as are all those thiiige which God 

intends should encourage His faithful child- 


ren. (Actes xviii. 9.) 
TUE ANNIVERSARIGS OF THE RELIGIOUS 
SOCIETIES 


were enlivened and greatly encouraged by 
the presence of the venerable Dr. Moffat ani 


Major Malan. They stayed on, and continued 
tacir espiriteal mission in special meetings 


;| and others, as well as in meetings for prayer. 


The annual meetings were, in other respects, 
such as we have been accustomed to during 
the latter years. There is the same tone of 
sadness which, with bright individual excep- 
tions, runs, for most part, throuyh French 


even the daily papers havo epeken of and 
it, The popularity of the wise 
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the wisdom, impartial equity, and known | accompanied by the pastor, at the “ arpens 
liberality of the Keeper of the Seals, the | of Government." The mayors in both these 
Minister of Justice and Worship. It places | cases were dismissed. In other places also 
with confidence under his safeguard the | the authorities were beginning to act firmly. 
rights and interests involved in the discus- | Doubtiess, al! these things helped to overturn 
sion ” the Ministry. There is reason to believe that 
The Permanent Commission, representing | moat of the Protestant soldiers are inscribed 
the Synod, wrote a respectful and firm letter | as Roman Catholics on the Meret, from the 
negligence of the clerks who do not ask the 
gon of the conscript, the rapidity with 
| which it is done, or the shameful timidity of 
the young man. The same may be said of 
patients im hoapitala, 
The Société d Encouragement au Dien has 
HYACINTSE. 
came off well at the Circus. The attendance 
hearers, who applauded with enthuxiasm 
but restricted to morals, he thought he could 
not introduce dectrine, and consequently did 
not rise to the height he otherwise might. 
Great as he is, Apolios-like, he yet needs the 
yustined by lath withe ne deeds 0 ihe | which, hy absorbing the time, prevent 
law. | spastane from giving that life and variety 
ROMISH TACTICS AND THE LATE GOVERNMENT. | which so strongly marked the meetings of 
The petitioning of Roman Catholics for | the same societies in their early and vigorous 
epring-time. Yet there is no room for dis- 
couragement, if faith holds on, and the Word 
of God is fed wpon, and prayer is increasingly 
made. The feeling of many throughout 
“Catholic France” is decidedly | 
TURNING TOWARDS PROTESTANTISM ; | 
| 
| 
| and Lore—the destinies of France would be 
| changed, and she might become a blesing 
to the world, In families aad’ «mall com- 
| munities this is visible, and every society 
_ can testify to the blessed effects of the Gospel, 


It is curious that no general report of the 


new 
Leen solemnly 
suitable alteration, to Christien 
without a farthing of debt.” *“ Professor 


statis- 
tics of the Free Christian’ Church in Italy, 
as showing its present strength : 9 ordained 
ministers, 13 evangelists, 34 elders, 50 
descona, 1 4 deaconesses, 1,508 communicants, 


Evangelization Report of the! 


THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH IN ROME. 
Henderson has begun his theological labours! The Daily News’ Correspondent at Rome 
in Rome, in the new building, in ing | writes, under date of April 26: Italy had 
circumstances. The College Commission has been bat barely nine months a united king- 
now entered on regular work, and the future | dom when, towards the close of 1861, two 

’ of the Church has been assured. Though | clergymen of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, 


the Rev. Henry Piggott and the Rev. Richard 
Green, began their work of evangelization in 
the Peninsula. Mr. Green’s health broke 
down after a few months, and he had to 
return to leaving as his successot in 
the Italian field the Rev. Thomss W. 5. 


in Milan, while Mr. Jones pitched 
his tent in Naples. In 1866 Mr. Piggott 
removed to Padua immediately after the 
annexation of the Venetian territory, and 
there he founded an institution for the educa- 
tion of girls of the petite bourgeoisie, which has 


137 catechumens, 603 Sabbath-school child- | since realized his brightest expectations, not 
ren, 1,163 pupils in the day and night|‘nly as imparting inetruction on Christian 
schools, 19 teachers in the day-schools, 1,389 principles, but also as giving a distinct and 


regular hearers of the»Gospel, 1,501 addi- 
tional occasional hearers, 36 churches (large 
and emal]), and 33 out-stationa more or leas 
frequently visited. The contributions of the 


churches last year, for evangelization alone 
amounted to 1,675f. 33c. 


Since the report quoted above was issned, 
following close on the inauguration of the 
splendid premises in Rome, there have been 


opened in Milan, and in Bassignana, thirty 
_miles to the south, two beautiful places of 


beneficial impulse to the whole cause of 
female education throughout the city and 
province. From Milan, Padua, and Naples 
as centres, the Methodist mission had ramified 
in many directions, embracing within its 
salutary influence nearly every great province 
and city in the kingdom. Upwards of 
thirty stations are in steady and vigorous 
work, their conductors being converted 
Italians, many of them ex-priests, and not a.. 
few of them men of mark for native and ac-'\ 
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i; ; where God has given success to His servants. | attention to sympathy and oneness with our 
ae But im no country in Europe does the enemy | various important agencies under which 
“ait make more insidious attacks, as well as open | Protestant France saffers. If each society 
ones, on the children of God, to dim, if not | sent a concise account of its anniversary with 
extinguish, their testimony. accurate figures, it would doubtless be a boon 
SE | to the journals, and an advantage to iteclf. 
various societies’ meetings EEE | A few have done so. I hope to give you in 
print im anv of the French Protestant papers; | my next letter the statistics of each. 
Ve it is a symptom of that want of energetic | 
j ITALY. 
a THE worship, capable of comfortably containing 
hs Free Christian Chu in edifices were crowded by the members of 
: issued. In an MMfrotigction these old ‘flourishing churches, and their 
ig McDougall, the Treasurer friends, and the general ‘public. The Rev. 
 ® thanks to many generous J. R. MeDougall, and other foreigners, were 
a continued support during a present at both services, The congregation 
? opposition and commercial in Milan was stirred up to literal exertion 
’ treasury,” he writes, “t lby the purchase of the old San Simone 
| on the part of a single generous Englishman, 
. Mr. W. C. Jones, and have spent £400 
. sterling of their own money in repairing the 
| building. 
the Theological Academy has hitherto yielded | 
a fair quota of good resulta, trials and diffi- 
t culties have not been wanting, but discipline 
: has been faithfully exercised, the hearts of | 
‘ the labourers have been knit together, and | 
q our friends, without a single exception, have | 
e rallied round us and strengthened our hands Jones. Mr. Piggott established his base of 
4 in a moment of difficulty.” 
ay 
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faith, now beginning to bloom again in Scot- | book entitled ‘ Travels of an Irish Gentleman 
land, where his Holiness had established a | in Search of a Religion,’ and who came to the 
hierarchy, as he bad in England.” In reply- | conclusion that the Catholic was the only 
ing, “ his Holiness expressed satisfaction at | true one.” After the Pope bad imparted the 
seeing his faithful children Scotland and | apostolic benediction, Mr. Monteith, of Car- 
from the niodern he regretted | staira, on behalf of the pilgrims, presented an 
the preponderance of Presbyterians in their | offering of £2,000, with a number of ecclesi- 
country. Allading to the revival of the | astical vestments, chalices, and other articles 
Benedictine Order in Scotland, he said that | of church furniture. 
GERMANY. 


deavours to develop our Church Constitution. 
There are some truly Evangelical men in this 
party, but, on the whole, the “ Positive 
Unionists” deserve the name of “the 
Evangelical Party.” I was happy to see this 
confirmed in the last number of the Deutache 
Bvangelische Bidtter. This monthly 


in England, in which decided sympathy 
shown for the “Broad Charch” Party, 


which it is stated that the Positive Union 
Party were what would be led the 
Evangelical Party in England. These 
“ I shall benceforth call 


“ Evangelical Party” hasonce more re-published 
their programme, and a long list of names of 
‘those who, in the different Prussian provinces, 
have given their adhesion to it. 
THE APOSTLES CREED. 
In our Liturgy the Aposties’ Creed forms 
& portion of divine service.~ It is read 


-it homare to his Holiness on this festal occasion | the moment had not yet arrived, which he 
| personal to bimeelf, to which all the world | trusted would come during his own Pontif- 
was crowding, and expressing the conviction | cate, for the restoration of the hierarchy. He 
a ie that numbers would return to the Catholic | spoke of the poet Moore, who had written a 
| [From our own Correspondent. } 
a ———, Prussia, May 15, 1877. 
| CHURCH AND STATE. 
The German Parliament was closed on the : 
| 3rd of this month, after a comparatively short 
session. Though the relations of our Govern- 
| ment with the Church of Rome were some- 
times mentioned in the speeches, especially 
| by the Ultramontanes themselves, who geve- 
| their displeasure at the present state of 
. things, fortunately, in this imstance no 
religious matters formed the subject of dis- 
+ ‘cuseion. But this much may be said, that no 
3 change has taken place in the policy of our 
i 3 Government. All the rumours attached to | them, are represented by the Vew Zvangelical 
the fact that Prince Bixmarck wished to | Church ~Gazette, the paper of the German 
: f resign his office, connecting it with a wish of | Branch of the Evangelical Alliance. This 
'. & the leading statesman to give another turn to 
affairs, seemed based on a mixtake. = 
i Biemarck, though on leave, is still virtually 
. at the head of his responsible office, and the 
strict application of the Muy | 
+t the Romish clergy goes on just as before. 
i THE PROTESTANT CHURCH. 
i Bi In our own Church preparations for the 
La) elections te the provincial synods go on. 
7 ai We have now, as I mentioned once before, four 
cat distinct parties in our Protestant Established 
wai Charch—the Lutherans, the Positive U nion- 
ai ists, the Middle Party, and the members of 
i the Protestanten-Verein. The friends of the 
“ Positive Union” derive their name from 
/ ah the fact that they approve of the union 
at accomplished im our Protestant Charch be- 
at tween Lutherans end Reformed, buat that 
+ nevertheless they wish the creeds to remain coun representatives 
a in force. They oppose the negative ten-| of the Louisenstadt parish eli bat unani- 
at dencies of those who abuse the name of the | mously, three votes only being recorded 
7T Union in order to spread a Christianity | against it. Of course the Church Govern- 
it ) without any distinctive doctrine. The Middle | ment will never aliow this, but itis a won- 
it _ Party has chiefly been organized to support | derful testimony to the real and ulterior 
if 4 the present Church Government in its en- | intentions of the Protestanten-Verein. Let 
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missionaries landed in Madagascar, the King 
at that time said, 
spoke, ‘My Bible is here.’ He needed no 
written Word: he had an inner light 
sufficient for his neels, He treated the 
Bible with supercilious contempt. Then 
came a Queen who was a bitter opponent of 
God's Word, and she caused numbers of 
copies to be publicly destroyed. But what 
have we seen in recent years? I was 
present at the coronation of the present 
Queen. She sat beneath a beautiful canopy 
of velvet and goki, and round about this 
canopy were inscribed the words, ‘Glory to 
God, peace on earth, good-will to men.’ 


- Just below where the Queen sat was placed a 


small ornamental table, and upon that table 
was laid a handsomely bound Bible, the gift 
of this society to the former King. The 
Queen thus declared, in the of 
thousands of her subjects, that she had done 
with idolatry, and that her faith was in the 


pointing to his breast as he | 


expenditure £210,859. 
the income of which iue society has to com- 


South India, Ceylon, the Fah-Kien province 

North-west America. The 
stated further that the committee 
were determined to defend the native con- 
gregations from “erroneous doctrine and 
superstitious ritual ”—an announcement which 


was received with loud cheers by the large 


audience. The main statistics of the mis- 
sions were as follows: Stations, 177; 
European clergymen, 214; native clergy- 
men, 184; European lay agents, 59 ; native 
lay agents, 2,592; communicants, 25.977. 
The society, it was stated, had also in past 
years withdrawn from 80 stations, chiefly 
added to parochial establishments in the 
West Indies, or transferred to the native 


Word of God. I am also happy to tell you, Church m Sierra Leone, containing 10 native 


that the Queen reads the Bible in private ; 
she hears it read and preached from in 
public; and, more than that, I have seen her 
acting as a distributor of the Word of God. 
About three or four years ago I was present 
at a large school examination, when the 
Queen made presents to some of the more 
diligent scholars; and those ts con- 
sisted chiefly of hymn books and New 
Testaments, In that way the Queen of 
M _@ngages in the great work of 
Bible cireulation.”"—The Rev. Prebenda 


Cadman, the ReveMarmaduke C. Osborn, 


clergy, 4,806 commanicanta, and 12,866 
scholars. 

“The noble Chairman said that he could 
not but express his admiration of the con- 
duct of the missionaries in Ceylon during 
the painfal controversy through which they 
had been lately called to pasa. There had 
been some talk of the Church undertaking 
missions in her corporate capacity, whatever 
that might mean. He did not believe it 
would come to much. Thé late Bishop 


ry | Wilson, of Calcutta, had said to him, “ Do. 
‘not give up your ome committees,” and he 
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‘ this society to disseminate throughout all | Bishop Crowther, the Rev. Canon Wilkinson, 

the world.” The Church of England took | and the Rev. Dr. Stoughton were the other 
care that the Bible should be read im the | speakers.—The noble Chairman made a brief 
8 course of every year in every congregation concluding speech, in the course of which he 
a | in the kingdom “The Book, the whole | sid: “Every hour of my life, as I am 
Book, and nothing bat the Book, is what we | advancing towards the day of my dissolution, 
i} " are bound to bring before our people.” It/I will even say every moment of my 
s | existence, convinces me more and more of 
7 | | _ the deep importance and the divine sanction 
institution of this society.” 
| CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Exeter Hall was fall to the remotest cor- 
| | mam at the annual meeting of the Charch 
t Missionary Society. The Earl of Chichester, 
| ‘the President, occupied the chair. The 
report, which was read by the Rev. Hi. 
i | Wright, stated that the total income for the 
past year had been £190,693, and the 
") In his concluding remarks he thus referred | plain, in common with others, this year, was 
ty to three Malagasy Sovereigns with reference due, it was believed, to the general depression 
/ to the Word of God: “When the first | of trade. The committee hoped their friends 
| would make fresh efforts, and so prevent the 
necessity for any serious retrenchment in the 
| society's operations. A survey was given of 
| | the various fields of the society's operations, 
and it appeared that much success had 
| attended the labours of the missionaries in 
= 
| 
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Europe. Some very simple form of 
tianity would probably take hold 
Hindu mind. He had known many 
agents of the society in India, and he kne 
of no excepticn to the general respect 
which they were held.—The resolution was 
supported by the Rev. J. Welland, of 
Calcutta. He looked hopefully upon the 
general movement of thought of which the, 
Brahmo-Somaj was one expression, but that 
particular form of it with which the Baboo 
Chunder Sen was identified was not spread- 
ing, but rather on the decline. The activity 
_ Of the Hindu’ mind was further shown by 


the way in which Spiritualism, and now 
Positivism, had been taken up. . sat 


supported the resolution. He urged 
those at home to pray more for those who 
were labouring abroad. As Canon Ryle said, 
“ They wanted collections of prayers as well 
as of money.” 


: 


meeting, when Canon Ryle sustained the 


same argument. The entire anniversary, 


j 
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thought they were by no means ready todo, The second resolution, expressing a desire 
so. In conclusion, he proposed that the | for the outpouring of the Spirit of God, was 
thanke of the meeting should be given to | moved by Bishop Crowther, of Africa. The 
the Bishop of Darham for his sermon on the | Bishop narrated many striking incidents 
previous evening. This having been seconded | illustrative of the sincerity of the African 
by the Dean of Ripon, converta, His great object in coming to 

The Archbishop of Canterbury proposed | England was to raise enough money to par- 

tted | chase a steamer to enable him to visit more 
the | readily the river station—Sir W. Mair 
seconded the resolution, and impressed upon 
the meeting the necessity of giving increased 
to the question of female education 
_ Rev. G. 8. Moule, from 
The last resolution was proposed by the 
private opinion. In reference to missions | Rev. J. T. Jones, from Ceylon, and was to 
generally, the time had gone by when they | the effect that in view of the tendencies 
could be sneered at. Politicians once | manifested in the Church at home, it was 
thought that they ought to dissemble their | necewary for the society to maintain the 
Christianity, bat it was notso now. Philoso- | doctrines of justification by faith, and the 
phere, indeed, were to be heard saying that | supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures. 
it was an open question whether Buddhism, | The Gospel had made considerable progress 
Mohammedanism, and other religions were | in Ceylon since he landed there twenty years 
not as good as Christianity. But Mohamme- | ago, and the trials of the past year had shown 
how attached the natives were to the simple 
truth.—The Rev. F. E. Goe, Rector of St. 
George's, Bloomsbury, seconded the resola- 
tion in a vigorous speech, upholding the 
Protestant principles of the society, and 
people knew that perfect affirming its loyalty to the episcopal govern- 
now existed, bat, at the 
british Government tak 
private individuals in re 
and they did not honour 
Bride’s, Fleet Street, on the evening before 
the meeting, by the Bishop of Durham. The 
text was Ezek. xlvii. 1. In a magnificent 
peroration his lordship dealt with the 
Colombo difficulty, and scouted the notion 
of bishops superintending the details of 
missions. The sermon was a most vigorous 
one, and produced a very deep impression. 
On the following morning the clergy met at 
their annual breakfast, before the public 
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hand, were called upon to face a seriou« 
deficiency on the ordinary outlay of the year, 
amounting to £3,729. The expenditure of 

society had been unusually heavy during 


? 


weary warrior with his armour on, the 
traveller had knelt down for the 


FE 3 


the-night gloom. What visions of the future 
of Africa and of Africa’s wrongs 
the view of the departing spirit of Living- 
stone at that eventful moment none can tell ; 


prayer, and should give us no rest until, 
through prayer and effort, all Africa’s wrongs 
shall be repressed, and the Sun of Righteous- 
ness shall have risen on the land with healing 
and liberty in His wings. Beyond New 
Guinea, beyond Central Africa, I cannot 
forget there is still a great heathen world, 
with its 600,000,000 of human beings who 
have never yet had the Gospel preached ty 
them ; and, in view of that astounding and 
appalling fact, I cannot but ask, in closing, 
Have we not hitherto, much as we have been 
enabled to do, been playing with the work of 
missions? We have been touching the 
fringe of the monster evil; we have been 
digying our trenches and rearing our forts 


~ 


with such enormous wealth poured, in God's 
providence, into the treasury of Protestant 
nations—and He knows well He has given 
That wealth to them—and with God working 
so wonderfully on their side, not by sending 


missionaries and £150,000,000, 
over a period of ten years, would’be sufficient 
in that time to serid the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to every man, woman, and child 
in the heathen world—50,000 men and 
£150,000,000 in ten years,—who may say 
that the thing is impracticable ?”—Mr. 
W. H. Willans and the Rev. Dr. McAusland 
also addressed the meeting. 

BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. om 
' As in the case of all the other great 
missionary gatherings, Exeter Hall was 
crowded by the friends of this society at its 
annual meeting. Mr. Alderman Barron, 
filled the chair, and the Rev. C. 


In France there had 
been less political interference ; in Norway 
the churches bad greatly prospered; and 
progress had been made in the West Indies. 
In India, Ceylon, and Italy much Bible and 


1 
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this society. The legacies, however, had and drawing our parallels, bat when the time 
greatly fallen short of the usual averave upon has come for the united Church to take « 
therefore, instead of having a balance in pi cloud ' 
j fire by night is not standing still; it ix 
a moving onwards, and if we had only eyes to 
) see and hearts to feel it, neither the Red Sea, 
:f nor the Desert, nor the swellings of Jordan, 
at th y being £95,215. nor the walls of Jericho could keep us out 
at Stathain moved the| of the full realization of the Father's 
| ad , and spoke of the | promise, ‘I will give thee the heathen for 
fo prosperity of the native churches, and the | thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
j fidelity of the native pastors and their wives. | the earth for thy possession.” With such 
4 —The Rev. W. Cousins, of Madagascar, | facilities as we have now for progress, with « 
: in seconding the motion, delivered an inter- | Bible translated into almost every language, 
‘ esting address on the progress and present 
| | 
_ stone's Last J 
kneeling fo 
hut in the | 
not the doors of a solitary prison, but the 
gates of the world are flying open, that we 
may enter in with the Gospel of Christ,—is 
the time not come when the churches of our 
land should look the great question of the 
entire evangelization of heathendom fully in 
erefore, the Was on its way | the face? One says, ‘It is impracticable.’ 
but, oh! I feel as if the memory of that 
7. kneeling form by that lonely bedside should 
§ 
Bailbache read the report, which was in 
every respect, pecuniary and otherwise, a 
) 
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you do it?’ 
weather,” ‘Yes;~but it rains sometimes. 


we to do?’ ‘ Why, you can all work ; 
and 
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of subscribers, with a resolution expressive 
of their appreciation of his services, enclosed 
in @ gold casket. Life-sized portraits of 
himself and a former colleague, the Rev. F. 
Trestrail, were also unveiled and presented 
to the society. ~ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The annual meeting of the Socisty for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts 
held in Willis’s Rooms ; the Archbishop 
terbury in the chair. The report 
that the total income of last year was 
136,906—the largest amount ever received 
i year. There are now 62 colonial 
bishoprics ; and in 42 of these 


th 


.| 533 missionaries have been maintained in ~ 


fields of labour by the aid of the 
There are also about 800 catechists 
native lay teachers in heathen countries, 


Nagpore 1,300 were baptized in 1875, 
1,400 in 1876; in Delni, 111; in 
87; in Kohlapore the return of 
the Rev. J. Taylor to his station was signalized 
by the baptiem of-60 converts; at Kurnool, 

new station, 21—the firet-fruits of the 


which, he stated, could boast of a million 
converis. The Chinese would not, he said, be 
likely to surrender to illiterate missionaries, 
The Bishop of Rhode Island (Dr. T. M. 
Clark) spoke of the gratitude which America 
owed to the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel. He informed the meeting 
work which was doing in Mexico, where 
Reformed Roman Catholics were asking to be 
recognized as a sister Church. Three bishops 
had been elected by them, and were await- 
ing consecration by the American Protestant 
episcopate. The Bishop of Bathurst dwelt 
on the marvellous growth of the Church in 


Australia, where there are 18 bishoprics and 


650 clergymen. The Rev. Sydney Endle, 
from Assam, also addressed the meeting, aad 
the Rev. Chancellor Espin read a paper on 
“The Relation of Missionary Societies to 


200 students in colleges abroad. In 


of the * 


Sune 1, 18, = 
work had been done. In India 
efforts had been made, and 
had resulted from the society's 
the soldieran. During the 
fresh missionaries had heen sent 
China, India, the West Coast 
y. The total receipts, 
of £5,157; the total 
the year just closed amounted to 
a: the expenditure to £38,330. 
in support of the society were 
spoken to by the Rev. W. M. Statham, the 
Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, the Rev. J. Smith 
(missionary from Delhi), and Mr. Waddy, 
ur. In the course of his speech Mr 
Spurgeon contended that the Church Hi 
elevation. He expressed his 
. the world would be won over __ 
and that as yet missionary we 
—not more than eighty-five 
Mr. Smith stated that the 
were endeavouring to get th 
to know what self-help m 
impressing upon them 
labouring for Christ. “ work of a native lay teacher; and so in 
their chapels,” he said. many other places, The Archbiahop of Can- 
and say, ‘We want «a terbury congratulated the society on the 
I reply, ‘I am glad of steady progress which it had made, and 
will be able to build observed that the society, by organizing 
they say. ‘I am & ladies’ associations, and a number of ladies 
themselves by their quiet labours in distant : 
climes, were contributing to solve the ques- 
|} tion both of what women’s rights were and 
‘Then you must build yourselves a place Mi | what was the sort of work in which they might 
keep yourselves from the rain.’ ‘ What are/ properly engage. Sir Thomas Wade spoke 
will | account of the Roman Catholic missions there, 
wood for the roof and the 
way they get their places 
e buildings are their own. 
of big buildings in India 
English- money tbat would do 
the Bay of Bengal than where 
I had built these places for 
ould have said, ‘ They belong 
he will repair them, and 
my business is to preach the 
Gospel. I trust in the power of the Gospel, 
and I never trusted in it in vain.” 
There was the usual missionary breakfast 
at Freemasons’ Hall, on bebalf of the mission | [iit 
* to women of the Indian senanas; Sir Wm. 
Muir, x.c.at, in the chair. Dr. E. B. 
’ Underhill, for twenty-seven years Secretary 
of the Baptist Missionary Society, and who 
has now retired, was presented, at a meeting | Church Organization.” He urged the duty 
| j | N | 
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of the society, filled the chair, in 


almost extinct in a country, and the grace 
of God being transferred to another land, 
and « nation being left spiritually barren 
after having abounded in saints and martyrs. 
Let us, then, take this matter seriously to 
heart. Let us look at the state of society 
around us. I ask whether it is not manifest 
to every one that whether you consider the 
world in its political aspect, In its moral 
aspect, in its solid aspect, or in ite religious 
aspect ; whether you look only at the small 
circle of your own acquaintance, or whether 


‘accomplish the mumber of His elect and 
hasten His kingdom.’” 


it? 


during the year amounted to 1,829,000, anil 


. | the number of tracts distributed to 3,600,000. 


39,000 indoor meetings and public classes 
had b-en held, with an average attendance of 
28, while the additional indoor meetings in 
factories, workhouses, and penitentiarie: 
nambered 20,000, with a gross attendance of 
656,000; 6,000 outdoor services had been 
held. As the resalt of their work they 
could point to 1,569 new ¢ mmunicants, 
and 290 restored to church commanion. 
14.000 drankards had been reclaimed, and 
daring the year 1,888 adults died who were 
visited by missionaries, and by them alone. 


| Mr. T. A. Denny referred to the indirect 


good that was done by the mission agents. 
They could not have 440 men circulating 
throughout London ae they were without 
their being prodactive of a great deal of 
good which it was impossible to reduce to 
writing. The Rev. Dr. James said the motto 


helpers, not only to those who needed them, 
but to those who needed them most; and 
surely it was in the spirit of that motto that 
these excellent men were endeavouring, in 
all the vilest places in London, to seek out 
that should be saved, and should be 
in the Saviour’s everiasting crown. 
Rev. Kt. C. Billing, the Rev. Canon Ryle, 


The London City Mission meeting was 


J 
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day were now maintained, besides 595 week- | 
a 
course of his closing speech, said : “ What 
been done since we last met to check 
or 
on with the same amount of progress as it 
made before. If you are going among the 
people of England with sacerdotalism, anil 
erpecially among the people of the North of 
England, you will be confronted with such 
opposition and such determination that you 
will find that with all your dignity of position | 
you can make no progress whatever in their 
feelings and their hearts. There is danger, | : 
very great danger, ahead ; and people must not 
lay the flattering unction to their souls, as 
they do, that nothing can injure the Church 
of England. There is such a thing as a| of the founder of Methodism was one that 
candlestick being removed out of its place; | this society most admirably fulfilled and 
and we know that from sacred history. There | carried out. They were to go, he said to his 
the Rev. J. McConnell Hussey, and the Rev. 
J. P. Chown also addressed the meeting. 
The sixty-ninth anniversary of the London 
Society for Promoting Ohristianity amongst the 
| Jews has been held at Exeter Hall, under the 
presidency of the Earl of Shaftesbury. The ~ 
———— income showed a decrease, as compared with 
or to the whole surface of the globe, you do | the previous year, of £5,351. The society , 
not see in the order of Providence all instita- | employed 137 agents, many of whom were 
tions, nay, all things, in a process of disin- | ordained Israelites. The number of stations : 
tegration. What, then, is it our duty to do?| was 37, of whom 25 were upon the Conti- 
Our duty is to do all that, by God’s mercy, | nent of Europe. The noble lord, in his 
lies in our power to save as many souls as we | address, remarked there was no part of the 
can, and join in one common prayer for the | world where the Jews were not taking some 
grand issue of all—that God would shortly | prominent part, arid it was very remarkable 
present time congregating at Jerusalem. 
| Bishop Crowther, the Rev. G. 8. Karney, the 
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Rev. H. A. Stern, and other gentlemen ad- 
dressed the meeting. 

ciety’s report mentioned the regret with which 
the committee bad accepted the resignation 
by the Rev. L B. White of the office of 
secretary, which he had so long and so well 
filled. The number of licensed clergymen 
engaged during the year in the charge of the 
various chaplaincies on the Continent of 
Rurope bad been about 250. The number 
of permanent chaplaincies on the Continent 
had been 48. The Marquis of Choimondeley 
occupied the chair, and addressed the meeting. 
The following gentlemen also advocated the 
claims of the society : The Bishop of Bath- 
uret, the Rev. C. Beauclerk, the Rev. H. 


Ww. 
‘Webb-Peploe, the Rev. J. J. Roy, and the 


from a legacy of £3,000 bequeathed by the late 
Mies Portal. After payment of legacy duty, 
ete., the bequest was divided in equal propor- 
tions between the Central Society of France, 
the Evangelical Society of Geneva, and the 
Vaudois Church of Piedmont. 

The Sunday-school Union meeting, held in 
Exeter Hall, was, as usual, largely attended. 
The Chairman (Sir H. M. Havelock, uP.) 
was supported by a large number of delegates 
from nearly all the counties of England. 


From the report, which was reed by Mr. W. 


_H. Groser, it appeared that all over the Con- 


tinent, as well as in the British colonies, the 
work of Sugday-school teaching is being 
carried on in connection with the Union, 
whose publications are circulated in no less 
than ten continental languages. With re- 
ference to the work at home, it mentioned 
that the total number of scholars who sat for 
the local examination was 16,643. The 
statistics of the metropolitan auxiliaries and 
local uvions in connection with the society 
showed an increase in the number of schools, 
scholars, and teachers—the total number of 
schools now being 4,241; teachers, 102,252 ; 
and scholars, 930,027. This society was 
one of a number in which mention was made 
of legacies bequeathed by the late Mr. George 
Moore, the amount in this case being £500. 
The Chairman said one of the most pleasing 
features of the movement was that it was 
almost completely unsectarian. They all met 
upon one common platform, no matter to 


what denomination they belonged. Would! i 
that the truths they taught to the children © 
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of the thirty-third anniversary of the Ragged 
School Union; the Earl of Shaftesbury in the 
According to the report, there were 
in connection with the Union 187 Sunday 
afternoon and evening schoola, with an aver- 
age attendance of 28,451 scholars; 61 day- 
schoola, with an average attendance of 5,214; 
152 night-schools were conducted, with an 
average attendance of 4,881. Industry, 
mostly in the form of needlework, the 
cleaning of the school-rooma, cooking, etc., 
was taught to a total of 1,957 boys and 
girls. There were more night-schools, more 
teachers to conduct them, and the .scholars 
belonging to them had increased from 6,683 to 


the lending libraries, the scholars’ prizes, the 
penny banks, the mothers’ meetings, the 
clothing clubs, and other organizations in 
connection with this institution. The shoe- 
blacks, who were 385 in number, had earned 
£12,062. After the children had received 
their prizes, they were addressed by the Rev. 
Dr. McAuslane. The other speakers were 


abroad in connection with these missions. 
founded homes for British and foreign seamen 
in a number of British and foreign porte. 


or 
Shadwell, and it reported having besides 


twenty-seven stations, four of which are 
abroad... Mission-rooms sre opened for reli- 
gious meetings, and agents are employed to 
visit the seamen on Loard their ships for the 
purpose of circulating the Scriptures. _ 


could be brought to influence the hearts of 
those in high places! The meeting was also 
addressed the Reva. J. OC. Hartison, Dr. 
G. 
| 
aE 
Rev. P. O'Brien, 
The report presented at the Foreign 
: Society's meeting showed an unprecedented in- 
S crease in the year's receipts, This resulted | 8,697. _The report referred to the meetings 
3 for prayer, the special Bible-classes, the child- 
2a ren’s religious services, the ragged churches, 
the Rev. G. W. Weldon, and Sir W. 
| Hill, and the Earl of Shaftesbury gave 
| ee | brief address, which was enthusiastically re- 
ceived. 
- The Society for Missions to Seamen reported 
3 that there were 50 honorary chaplains, 50 
mission chaplains and readers, and 4 lay 
| . | helpers, employed at 36 seaports at home and 
| 
i 
, *.* The amounts shown in the following 
. pages as having been received by the Bible 
and Religious Tract Societies include, in each 
. case, the gross receipts—that is, both the 
f ncome from benevolent sources and the pro- 
s of sales. 
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RECEIPTS REPORTED AT THE RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 


1876. 
Barrism axp Bistz Socterr ........................ £222,320 
Society for the of the Goapal... 
Londoa Missionary Society ... 
Baptist Missionary Society _ 44,762 
wary 
Covomtat, Jewrmn, OTHER Miasioxs— 
Socet Promoting Christianity among 41, 
and Continental Charch S-wiety .. 33,487 
United Methodist Free Caurches’ Missions wee 
2 960 
Evangelical Oontiocntal 
Home Misstows— 
Additional Curates Society 67,287 
Church Pastoral-Aid Society 57,114 
of London's Fand .. 29,768 
Triah rch Missions to the ‘Roman Catholics... 19 523 
12,391 
Carates’ A 
Charch Baildiag Society .. : 68561 
Charch of Eagland Scriptare Readers’ Association 10, 588 
— Readers’ Chapel Beiiding aad ote 9,270 
Protestant Keformation Societ 5,232 
British aod Irish Home Missions............... 4,853 
ome Society (Coagregationa! 
Irish sce 3,015 
Royal Naval Seriptare Readers’ Soviety ... ......... 2.177 
Midnight Meeting Movement ......... sre 1,789 
Epvcationat Soctgrias— 
Indian Female Normal School Society .................. 11,606 
Christian Vernacular? Education Society fur India... 112, 842 
elormatory aad Refage Usioa...... ........... 
4,194 
British Syrian Schools and Bible Missions ............ 3,906 
Sunday Sobool 3,899 
Church of England Sunday -school Institute ........ 1,616 
Religious Tract Society................ 146,821 
5,964 
Rel 4,060 
y Men's Christian Association ............ ........ 3,703 
Monthly Tract 3,395 
Christian Association for Young Women ........... me 1,921 
Lord’s-day Observance Society 1,479 
£1,634, 233 


eee 


ere tee 


£206,975 


660,954 


155,608 


= 
1877. 
100,605 
146,331 
136,906 
100.160 
12.253 
1070 
— 
766 
# 
17,002 
7,306 
5,035 
3,707 
3,387 
3,005 
T1568 
123,600 
. 
10,351 
7,045 
5,876 
5,476 
nied 5,140 
5,085 
4,127 
2,456 
2,411 
1,454 
1,283 
359,125 
BOD 
412,004 
9,933 
7,996 
7,127 
4,906 
4.799 
1,807 
76, 431 
6.843 
5,872 
3,123 
3.0u0 
2,289 
2,225 
1,261 
177,142 
£1,636, 236 
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‘of the a 


This was the first case under the Public Wor- 
ship Regulation Act, and the judgment of 
their lordships has been anxiously looked for 


menced on the 23rd January and ended on 
the let of February. The judges whe ot 
tended the hearing were--the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Selborne, Sir James Colville, the 
Lord Chief Baron, Lord Justice James, Sir 
R. Phillimore, Sir M. Smith, Sir R. Collier, 
Sir Baliol Brett, and Sir R. Amphlett. The 
episcopal assessors were—the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and the Bishops of Chichester, 


the Privy Council concerned four of the 
charges only—namely, (1) the wearing of the 
alb and chasuble, known as the “ sacrificial 
vestments ;” (2) standing with his back to the 
congreyation while repeating the Prayer of 
Consecration, called the “ eastward position ;” 
(3) the’ use of wafer-bread ; and (4) having 
a crucifix with twenty-four candles on the top 
of a screen separating the nave from the 
chancel. It had been contended on the part 
ppellant that these practices are not 
unlawful. The (the aggrieved 
parishioners) preyed their lordships to dis 
miss the appeal, with costa. 

The Lord Chancellor read the judgment of 
the Court, which occupied two hours and a 
half in delivery, It was in form « state. 
ment of the recommendations which their 
lordships would humbly recommend to Her 
Majesty in the case. After mentioning the 


four pointe named above, the Lord Chan- | i 


cellor said their lordships held that three out 


in the words of the rubric note, and of thus 
making the year 1662 a new point of de 


| parture im the legislation on this subject. 


Their lordshipe held that the only explana- 
tion of the Ornaments Rabric in harmony 
with the alterations in the Prayer-boek made 
in 1661, wae that which treated it merely as 
a memvrandum or note of reference, and not 


authoritative ~anction. What, then, was the 
weight in law of such contemporaneous and 
continuous usage? The answer might be 
taken from the words of the learned judges 
in previous cases, that their lordships would 
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THE FOLKESTONE RITUAL CASE. of the four charges were covered by the deci- 
: Judgment in the case of the Rev. Charles siows in the cass of Hebbert «. Purches, and 
. Joseph Ridsdale ». Clifton and others was by the order of Her Majesty in Privy Council 
delivered on Saturday, May 1%, at the Privy | in thet came. As to them they did not exer- 
Council Chamber, Whitehall, by the Lords of | cise any independent judgment. The fourth 
the Judicial Comesittee of the Privy Council. | charge, as to the crucifix, was met covered by 
ite any authority exeept by implication, The 
Chancellor went om to the question 
arcee whether the decision in “Hebbert ». 
since the of the com- | Purchas” was final or net, considering the fact 
that the Judicial Coummittes refused re- 
‘hearing when applied to for that purpose by 
‘Mr, Parchas. All that was decided in that 
| case was the finality of the decision between 
| (the parties to the suit; and although their 
lordships were impressed with the general 
importance of maintaining, as far as possible, 
| an unvar\ ing interpretation, there were many 
considerations in this case which induced 
St. Asaph, Ely, and St. David's. All the, them to examine, and, if needful, to dissent 
judges who attended the hearing were pre- from, the conclusions arrived at by the judges 
' sent on the 12th ult. excepting Sir Robert | in an undefended cause. 
; Phillimore, the Chief Baron Kelly, and Sir The reasons were then stated which have 
: Richard Amphlett, the last-mentioned judge | determined the Judicial Committee to confirm 
| being prevented by illness. The Duke of | the decision against the use of “ the sacrificial 
can Richmond and Gordon presided on the occa- | vestments.” Their lordships decided thet the 
# rion. rubric note of 1662, now commonly called 
The case of the Rev. C. Ridadale v. Clifton | the Ornaments Rabric, was not intended to 
k was originally heard before Lord Penzance, | have the effect of sudstituting forthe previous 
| as Dean of the Archbishop of Canterbury's | law another and a different law, formulated 
Court of Arches, and Provincial Judge. There | 
r were twelve charges alleged apainst Mr 
r Ridsdale of illegal practices in the celebra 
" tion of the Holy Communion at St. Peter’s, 
F Folkestone, of which he is the incumbent. 
b Eight of the allegations were admitted, and 
| the appeal to the Judicial Committee of 
as an enactment: “ Accordingly, it wae found 
that the bishops in the visitations down to 
1686 were accustomed to ask, ‘ Heve you a 
comely large surplice for the minister to wear 
| at all times of his public ministrations in 
the church ? Among the alterations pro- 
) posed by the Commissioners in 1689 to meet 
the views of Dissenters, in the rubric pro- 
posed by them occurred these words: ‘ Whereas 
| the surplice ie appointed to be used by all 
winisters in performing divine offices, it is 
bereby declared that it is comtinued only as 
| by an ancient and decent habit’ The prac- 
to be 
| | 


‘distinctly condemned as being, with numerous 
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of their lordehips, stand so that he | 
may, in good faith, enable the communicants 
present, or the bulk of them, being properly 
placed, to see, if they wish it, the breaking 
of the bread and the of the 
other manual acts mentioned. He must not 


interpose his body so as intentionally to | people 


defeat the object of the rubric and to prevent 
this resalt.” “It may be difficult in particular | 


cases to say exactly whether this rule has been proved 


complied with; but where there is good faith, 
the difficulty ought not to be a serious one ; 
and it is, in the opinion of their loniships, | 
clear that a was, in this respect, in- 
tended to be thrown around the body of the 
communicants, which ought to be secured to 
them by an observance of the plain intent of 
the rubric.” The evidence of the witnesses 
was not eufficient to show that the law, as 
thus construed by their lordships, had been 
coutrarened. Their lordships have, therefore, 


recommended that an alteration should be . 


made in the decree in this respect. 

Their lordships next considered the charge 
as to wafer or wafer-bread. The use of 
wafers at the Holy Communion they con-| 
demned as positively illegal, but the Court 
drew a distinction between wafers and “ wafer- 
bread.” The t was allowed the 
benefit of a doubt in his case, a6 | 
to whether the wafers he used were “ wafers,” 
properly so called, which are illegal, or “ wafer- 
bread,” which does not contravene the rubric. 
A defect of evidence obtained for him a 
virtual acquittal as regards the wafer-bread. 
The parishioners should have shown that it 
was not sench bread as is usually eaten. 

The crucifix erected by Mr. Ridedale was 


lighted candles, intended to encourage super- 
stitious oljecta, But qualifying words were 
introduced to protect the introduction of 
sculptured figures not likely to be used super- 
stitiously. L-rd Penzance had had to con- 
sider whether it would be right to.conclude 
that the crucifix in the present case was set 
up for the purposes of decoration only; 
whether it is in danger of being abused, and | 
whether it could be suggested that super- 
stitious reverence had been, or was likely 
to be, paid to it. Im that learned judge’s 
observations on these points, their lordships 
expres their concurrence, and they affirm 
the decision directing the removal of the 
crucifix. 

The judgment concluded aa follows : “On the 
whole, there ore, their lord-hips will humbly 
recou:mend Her Majesty to affirm the decree 


of the Court of Arches, except as regards the 


(Jame 1, 877. 


position of the minister and the use of wefer- 
bread or wafers; and as to these excepted 
matters they will hambly adviee Her Majesty 
that, inasmach as it is not established to their 
satisfaction that the while saving - 
the Prayer of Consecration, so stood that the 
could see him break the bread or take 
the cup into his hand, as alleged in the repre- 
sentation ; and inasmuch as it is not alleged or 
that what was used by him in the ad- 
‘ministration of the Holy Communion was 
other than bread such as is usual to be eaten, 
the decree of the Court of Arches should be, in 
these respecta, reversed. And they will further 


humbly advise Her Majesty that in respect ~ 


of the charges as to which the decree is 


should be paid by the responderts 
pellant, and further that therg should 
costs of this appeal.” : 


laymen, which was presented to the 
House by the Bishop of Lincoln, and 
given in our last (p. 142) as i 
presented to the Convocation of York. 

petition was referred to a committee, wi 
instructions to communicate with the 


disturbance of its ancient constitution, should 
provide for consultation with some recog- 
nized body of the laity.” Rubrical Revision, 
the Clergy Discipline Bill, the Burial 
Service, and the proposed increase of the 
home episcopate were among the other sub- 
jects which engaged attention. A resolution, 
censuring Bishop Beckles for “ intruding” 
into the “ dioceses ” of Scotland, was adopted 
by the Upper and the Lower Houses, The 
Convocation of York had previously adopted 
resolution to the same effect. 
THE CHURCH OF IRELAND. 

The General Synod of the Disestablished 
Church of Ireland has concluded its sittings, 
after spending fifteen cays in its deliberations. 
It is the shortest session which has yet been 
held, and has been marked by greater har- 
mony and co-operation than any which pre- 
ceded it, By mutual concessicns on the part 
of the great body of the members, a limited 
revision of the: Prayer-book has been effected, 
and statutes passed to legalize the changés in 


Arches 
the ap- 
be no 
CONVOCATION. 
The Convocation of the ya 
Canterbury, in the course of a three 
session, had’ under its notice the 
mittee appointed by the York Convucation. 
‘ In the course of a discussion on the reform 
he of Convocation in the Lower House, the 
: following resolution, moved by Canon Miller, 
} was carried unanimously : “ That it is most 
fe f desirable that this Convocation, without any 
| 
| 
| | 


orders at the last stage. 

in the affirmative were—clergy 94, laity 137; 
} 

relati 


Te Deum. The revision statutes will come 
into force on the 30th of June, 1878, The 
Bishop of Derry (Dr. Alexander) bas addressed 
a letter to the Primate, intimating bis with- 
drawal, for the present, from the Synod, 
under protest, in consequence of the final 


oii THE BISHOPRIC OF TRURO. 

The Rev. Dr. E. W. Benson, late Chan- 
cellor of Lincoln Cathedral, was recently 
consecrated, in St. Paul’s Cathedral, by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, assisted by the 
Bishop of London, and eight or nine other 
prelates, The Rev. Canon Lightfoot was the 
preacher, and took as his text 1 Cor. ix. 22. 
The preacher, in the course of his remarks, said 
was also among the earliest of English sees. 
Of all counties in Englend, Cornwall was 
unique—uanigue in the occupation of its 
labouring classes, its fishermen, and ite 
miners; unique in its religious condition, in 
its nationality, in the tenacity of British 
character and the pride of British ancestry ; 


4 
FE 


S. 


in the Sheldotian Theatre, Oxford. The 
Bishop of Oxford pre-ided, The Dean of 
Manchester read a on ~“ Christianity 


and Civilization in relation to each other.” 
He concluded—tirst, that the missionary 
should be a missionary of civilization in its 
hamblest form ; second, that in a more ad- 
vanced state he must endeavour to discourage 
the greed for wealth, or teach his people how 
to employ it beneficially. Professor Monier 
Williams followed with an interesting peper 
on the same subject, especially in regard to 
India. Bishop M‘Dougall read a paper on 
“ Medical Missions,” to show how much more 
cordially a missionary with some knowledge 
| of medicine was received compared with thuse 
|} who had none. Mr. Theodore Maxwell, u.p., 
then real a paper on thesubject of “ Missionary 
Brotherhoods.” The Rev, N. Goreb, from 
India, contributed a paper on “ Missionary 
Life” in that coustry, in which he said 
that the natives looked upon the missionaries 
as Government officers, and he stated also thar 
the dislike to English rule was the one great 
hindrance to the spread of Christianity in the 
country, on account of its the English 


religion. The Rev. E. Bickersteth read « 


paper on the subj 


of “ Brotherhoods,” after 
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the Liturgy. A preface has been drawn up | and unique also in the physical conformation 
which explains the nature and object of the | of its coasts. a 2 eae 
changes that have been made, and this will | would study. Ip Apostle’s spirit, he 
be prefixed to the new Prayer-book. The/ would strive to become all things to all men. 
Primate, the Archbishop of Dublin, and | Dr. Benson was presented to the Archbishop 
Bishops of Derry and Down resisted to the! by the Bishops of Lincoln and Exeter. 
last the passing of the measures which THE BISHOPRIC OF ROCHESTER. 
authorized the alterationa, and though they It is announced that the Rev. Anthony 
were carried by the requisite majorities of | Wilson Thorold, Canon Residentiary of York 
two-thirds of both clergy and laity—the latter | and Vicar of St. Pancras, bas been nominated 
being almost unanimous in many instances— | to fill the vacancy in the see of Rochester, 
they made a last stand against them in the | caused by the translation of Bishop T. L. 
House of Bishops ; but in the final vote, the | Claayhton to the newly-constituted Bishopric 
Bishops of Cashel, Meath, Killaloe, Kilmore, | Albans. “Canon Thorold,” remarks 
end Owsory took the opposite sie, and thu | 
there was a majority of one in favour of what | filled in the Church of England, 
had been done. The four dissentient pre- 
lates were not present at the closing scenes, 
whem the Bill fixing the time for the revision 
to take effect was passed after another divi- 
Canon Thorold’s present benefices, as 
ponderance of opinion was in favour of the | matter of course, fall to the patronage of the 
moderate revision which has been made>| Crown, The Rev. H. D. M, Spence, Rector 
Before the Synod broke up, a resolution was | of St. Mary de Orypt, Gloucester, has been 
passed, on the motion of the Bishop of Meath | nominated to the Vicarage of St. Pancras, 
in a conciliatory speech, seconded by Canon MISSIONARY CONFERENCE AT OXFORD. 
Jellett, expressing thankfuloess that the| A wmissionary conference in connection 
dangers which threatened the Church during | with the Charch of England was held recently 
the revision controversy have been averted, 
and union and harmony maintained. The 
whole assembly then joined in chanting the _ 

| 

| 


EEE 


re 


i 
| 
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The report having been adopted, the 
J. Tarland Brown, of 
Northampton, delivered the addres. The 


ber of therr readers. 

Climpees of the Inner our Lord. By 
W. G. : Hodder and 
Stougbtes. 
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tioned above, to affiliste the British and Irish 
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Home Mission with the Baptist 
Union. Resolutions on the Burials Bill, the 


Balgarian atrocities, and other topics, were 


also adopted. 


yet simple style, with the added interest which 
results from a free use of anecdotes and incidents 


paper that bis 
the work now 


Raikes’s birthplace and parentage, his business 


theme was “ 
aceordamce with the recommendation men- 
» Life. By the 
Most Rev. AsHTON D.D., Bishop of 
Rhymes Reasons. and Recollections from the 
Tac popalarity attained by these weefal works Commen-piace Boole of 
may be said to have weil-sigh planed them London : 8. W. Partrid 
andred ComPrtLeD common-place bonks and diaries 
helf acestary. The contents are classified os 
from an ania. | and economical ; sthical ; relixions end 
4 ecelesiastical ; epitaphic; miscellaneous. 
of | Some of these will be recognized as familiar 
which largel sayings ; others are less known, ay” 
ows have appeared in prict before. are 
may 
sleo @ number of origiaal rbymes and prose 
some of which strike us as smongst 
pieces, 
the best in the book, though they are often not 
little quaint. For example >— 
of Ever sbecrve the firet three words of the thirty- 
Lord’s spintual & man, 60 th Paalm 
for His dissipies. life from barw.” 
and as they present & pattern of aaa 
verge of the unrevesied, but with so csutious and granted that no person be so ignorant as oot 
far obeerve to know that the fret three words of the thirty- 
what in | seventh Pealm are “Pret not 
of woh | The Stage. Ancient and Modere ; its Tendentice 
writtep, or to be in danger 
unwarranted speculation take the place Lecture. Lon 
true sim—the devout contemplation of the mo- Carlisle. 
tives and springs of sction of the only perfect | 1, “sn ago, this leet 
buman life that was ever lived. Our Lord's ex- io now 
terns] life bas received, for some time past, . uy to the @ by 
abondant illustration, Few writers have at- 
tempted to present, as is here done, even of the ti he 
* giimpees” of His human experiences from b ages to the time, and proves, by 
our author's stand-poiat. Dr. Bisikve bas well 
succeeded im his sim to make his work st). wis ted with it, and consequently 
once devotiunal and practicll. Read in the/, ie the responsibility of those by whom 
spirit in which it has been written, the work can- — 
not fail to be aseful, and to promote the intelligent patvonised: - ae 
study of the Gospels. Rrikes, Philanthropic 
Echoes. H. R. London: Hodder aed 
Heavenly Love and Earthly By 
Woop. London : Hodoer aad Steaghtoo. Stougbtwa. 
Tue goodness of God, especially as revealed in Fon forty-ve years Raikes, the founies J 
redemption, and the responsive love of bumac Sanday-echouls, was the editor Gloucester 
bearts are here illustrated from the principal re- Journal, sod it has been while engaged on. SSE 
latiovsbips of family life, each as father and present biographer bas prod 
mother, brother and sister. The work contains before us. Mr. Gregory sketches 
| much sound truth, presented in an attractive 


aa 
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and public life, his labours in prisoos and Sen- 
day-ecbools, and the establishment and spread 
of Yunday-schools genersily, in a pleasaet and 
lively style. All who feel an interest in Sun- 
day-school work will peruse the book with 
pleasure, and not without learning something 
from its peges. 


Addresses delivered at the Early Celebration of 


Holy Communion, Fraxcts Pioov, M.A, 
Viear of Halifax. | : James Nisbet 


Twese addresses wore delivered at mission 
services beld in London and in various parts 
of the provinces, and are published at the 
frequently-expvessed wish of those who heard 


worthily or anworteily. These are shown to 
be repentaoce, faith, thankagiving, and vhbarity, 
on each of which the author dwells in sucdession. 
He devotes an address to the consideration of 
sins of infirmity, and another to the subject of fre- 
quent and infrequent Commanion. The series is 
brought to a close by some thoughtful remarks 
ow self-examination. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


A meeting of Council was held on Wednes- 


NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

The Secretary reported that, in accordance 
with the resolution passed at last meeting, 
he had been to Basle to confer with the 
representatives of the various Committees of 
the Alliance in Switzerland on the subject of 
the next General Conference. On Thursday, 
April 26, after a preliminary meeting in the 
Hotel des Trois Rois, a large assembly met in 
the Union Hall; M. Vischer-Sarasin, Presi- 


dent of the Basle Committee, occupying the | i 


chair. After full and fraternal deliberations, 
the following resolutions were unanimously 
“}. That the next General Conference of 


the Evangelical Alliance be held at the! 


invitation of the Swies Branch of 


ef 


“4. That simplicity be aimed at 


SFE BE 


INTOLERANCE IN KURDISTAN. = 
A the Rev. Benjamin 


| | EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. ~ (Jame 1, 
| them delivered. They are eight in number, 
and are brief, pointed, and impressive. Mr. 
. design of the Lord's Supper; aad next, step by 
| step, the conditions connected with it by which, 
as fuliilled or unfulfilled, it is partaken of 
j day, May 9; Jubn Finch, Eeq., in the chair. | ciety. 
| After reading the Scriptures, prayer was “2. 
offered by W. R. Ellia, Enq. Basle, and 

NEW MEMBERS. undertake 

A large number of persons were admitted | responden 

to membership. (The list is postpdéned till | Oryanizati 

| next month from want of space.) | with a vi 

VISITOR. the 
The Rev. Dr. Lansing, missionary in Cairo, | benrfite, the delegates from various countries 
being in this country, was introduced to the | should be invited to assemble in Berne and 
members of Council. He gave interesting | Lausanne on days immediately 
particulars relative to the progress of the | those of the meeting in Basle, for 
Gospel in Egypt, and referred to the satis-| sideration of special subjects of FI 
faction felt by himself and his Christian | interest to the Charch of pI 

| friends, labouring for the evangelization of| “3. That the autama | 

| Egypt, at the recent formation of a branch | be fixed as a suitable time 

of the Evangelical Alliance in that land. 

Alluding to the recent cases of intolerance in 

the Thebaid which had engaged the attention 

of the Council, he expressed the thanks of his | general arrangements, and, as far as 
brethren im Egypt for the valuable aid | that practical subjects be chosen 
: which had been rendered. cussion.” 
| In the evening a large assembly a 
the house of the President, by whom and 
| lady, Madame Vischer-Sarasin, the guests were 
| | hospitably entertained. 

| FRENCH BRANCH. 

Mr. Davis also communicated that, by 
request of the Paris Committee, he was 
present at, and addressed, the annual meeting 
of the French Branch of the Alliance, which 
was held in Paris on April 24. The meet- 

, was well attended, and the proceedings 
were of a gratifying character. The report 
was read by the Secretary, the Rev. George 
D.D. 

‘ 


recent religious revival in Persia :— 
“ Oroomiah, April 6, 1877. 
“ Dear Sir,—Your favour of the 2ad of 


them an increase of a hundred per cent. 


4 


5 


On May 3 he had visited Oldham, on the 


It was unanimously 


cordial thanks of the Council be presented to ~ 


Mr. Butterworth for his valuable aid. 
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Labareo on the subject of recent intolerance» truths of God's love to man 
in Kurdistan, and giving an account of the | and the of regeneration, with a fervour, 
“We are not wholly surprised at this | 
February came daly to hand. We notice | wonderful outpouring of the Holy Spirit. It | 
with deep interest and satisfaction the pub-|is the gracious answer to prayer. The 
licity you have given to the facts we com- | native pastors and preachers throughout last | 
municated. We receive with a sense of | fall seemed unusually desirous of such a | 
relief your assurances of sympathy and the | blessing, and induced their churches and | 
hearty an efficient aid of the Alliance against | people to labour and pray for it. And should ; 
the invasion of religious liberty in this im-| not the Lord of promise answer? These | 
portant field. We are aleo greatly obliged | brethren feel that they have entered upon a ) 
for your prompt and energetic action. We | new epoch in their work. A convention of 
are waiting with much solicitude the reply | all the churches on the plain is to be held 
of his Grace the Archbishop to our address, | next week for praise and thankagiving, on 
and yet feel sure the Lord will shield from | account of this precious harvest of souls. 
harm His cause among the Nestorians. We anticipate a delightful occasion. 
“The evidences of His favour toward “My colleagues unite with me in kind 
these Evangelical churches were never more | regards to yourself and the noble supporters 
signal than they have been of late. of the Alliance. 
“ You will rejoice with us in the fact that “ Very sincerely yours, 
a wave of spiritual revival has swept through “Bens. LaBaRer. 
these churches which is in many respects| “Rev. James Davis.” 
nnparalleled in the history of our missionary PROVINCIAL VISITATION. 
work in Persia. Village after village has| The Assistant Secretary presented a report 
been the scene of special religions services | of his visit to various places in the western 
of absorbing interest. Congregations have | counties and elsewhere, on behalf of this 
risen from scores up to hundreds, Christians | Alliance. On April 19 a mecting was held 
have united in praying and working for their | at Falmouth; the Rector (Rev. John Wright) 
friends and neighbours with a zeal and faith | presided, and expressed his wish to join the 
stircing to witness; while of the impenitent, | Alliance; other clergymen and ministers 
hundreds seem to have been impressed by the | followed his example. At Penzance, George 
Holy Spirit’s power. We anticipate an in- | Bazeley, Eeq., took the chair at the meeting, 
gathering into the churches of a larger | and was well supported by the clergy and 
number than we have known in several | ministers of different denominations. On 
years together hitherto. Some feeble churches, | April 25 a meeting was held at Bridport, the ) 
of which we had come almost to despair, | Mayor presiding; and at Exeter, Thomas 
report hopeful conversions which will give | Andrew, Esq, ¥.¢.8., took the obair, At | 
these various meetings much interest was | 
“The work has been especially intereating | expressed inthe objects and operations of the 
among young men and among women. Of! Alliance, and new members and subscribers | 
the former class, very many noted for their | were obtained. ) 
vicious lives have abandoned their evil pra-| [Es a 
tices, taken the pledge of total abstinence, | invitation of the local committee. A public | 
meeting was held in the Town Hall, at which | 
Alfred Butterworth, Esq., President of the | 
local branch, took the chair. On the follow- = 
| ing day a drawing-room meeting was held at 
the residence of Mr. Butterworth. There ; 
was a large attendance of clergymen and | 
others. At this gathering a weekly meeting | 
for and other efforts for 
Christian usefulness, were agreed upon. 
meetings which have been held 
rent villages have been éonducted princi- 
| pally by our mative preachers, who have 
| 


: 
| 


held on Friday evening, May 11, at the 


anniversaries of the season, the 


RVANOELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


The monthly meeting of this branch was 
residence of Edward Bailey, Eeq., Leigham 


May, when London has been favoured with 

presence of Christian brethren from 
various parts of the world, visiting the 
metropolis for the purpose of attending the 


Noble, Sir Thomas McClure, Bart, Hon. Ro- 
bert Forbes ; and Messrs. C. H. Bousfield, S. | 
Budgett, H. M. Driffill, R. N. Fowler, John 
Finch, John Groom, Samuel Gurney, Henry 
Gurney, A. H. Guinness, J. Hoare, Samuel 
Hanson, J. L. Hadley, Dr. Howard, John 
Sereombe, Sidney Smith, Dr. Underhill, etc. 
Rev. Prebendary of Bath, 


of Holy Scrip- 
ture, the Rev. Dr. Lindsay Alexander, of Edip- 
burgh, offered prayer for the divine blessing 
‘Ao rest upon the proceedings of the afteraoon. 


~ 
— 


and yet no objection is made to the first hour 
of each day being spent in Bible teaching. 
The Rev. Dr. Kalopothakes, of Athens, 


| 
SOUTH LONDON SUB-DIVIS‘0N. 
the recent cases of Quite 
lately the Khedive made a grant of 
land near Cairo for a Protestant burial- 
Court Road, Streatham. ground. The American missions in Egypt 
After devotional exercises, in which the | have now 800 communicants (beside many 
| Rev. Dr. McEwan and Messrs. Beare, | atherents) in the churches. At their boys’ 
Arnold, and Morley took part, Mr. Bailey school in Cairo, 120 were in attendance, and 
ai cordially welcomed the friends present, and | of these thirty at least are Mohammedans, 
| then called upon the Rev. Dr. Lansing, of 
) Cairo, who stated that he had lived five years 
in Syria, and twenty-two years in Egypt. 
| Referring to the newly-formed branch of the | gave an account of the Greek Branch of the 
Alliance in Egypt, he said many nationalities | Alliance, formed seven years ago, and which 
aT were represented in it. Such a union had | has members among the Greeks in various 
af long been needed, and they only wondered | parts of the Turkish empire. He also gave 
f they had not organized a branch before. | interesting particulars of the mission work in 
| Interesting particulars were given regarding | which he is engaged. 
CONVERSAZIONE AT THE NATIONAL CLUB, WHITEHRALL. 
For some years, during the month of| The noble Chairman then said it was, first, 
) his pleasing duty, ag the representative of 
: the Council, to say a few cordial words of 
| welcome to all visitors who, by the courtesy 
| of the National Club, were now permitted to 
| in their hous. He thought their 
Council have taken the opportunity of hold- | meeting formed no slizht inducement to them 
ing an informal meeting to give a cordial | to persevere in the path on which they had 
welcome to friends from a distance. These | entered, and in which they had met with 
meetings have generally proved pleasant | such an encouraging amount of success. He 
seasons of Christian intercourse, and the one | attributed this to the unobtrusive scope of 
held on Thursday, May 17, formed no excep- | their plan, which was simply to gather into 
tion to the rule. Lord Waveney presided ;/ one focus all who might be disposed to unite 
and amongst those present were: The Revds. in such a manifestation of good-will as would 
: William Allan, Dr. Badenoch, ©: Bertelsen, | tend to give a visible expression to their 
1 W. Moody Blake, W.Chawner, R. H. Davies,| union. The Evangelical Alliance had never 
J. B. Figgis, John Gritton, D. A. Herschell, | been one of « worldly character with a view 
Robert Johnston, James Long, Professor | to ecclesiastical extension or denominational 
; Stanley Leathes, J. V. Mammery, T. Newton, but for the cultivation and 
: William Roberts, 8. D. Stubbs, James Smith of a pure and true knowledge and 
a fervent loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Trail, W. Tyler, Anton Tien, WSUrwick, Dr.| In the presefit grave conflict of religious 
: Willis, and Dr. Verner White; Sir T. M. L.| opinion, when churches were taking new 
| Tileon, Bart, General Burrows, Colonel | standards of interpretation, they were not 
Wilmot Brooke, Colonel Beamish, Colonel | without hope that the basis of their action 
| Macdonald Macdonald, Captain Meyer, might be found useful in the way of guidance. _— 
) It would be seen that they really could unite 
those who at one time were thought to be as 
; widely opposed as contending parties in a 
battle-field. 
The Rev. James Davis then presented a 
brief statement of the recent work and usefal- 
ness of the Evangelical Alliance. The testi- 
mony which it had supplied in different 

7 countries to the agreement of Protestant 
Evangelical Christians on essential points of | 

doctrine ; the fraternal intercourse it has af- 
forded among Christians of various nationali- 

; ties, and the co-operation it has promoted for. 

} extending the kingdom of our Lord and 


persevering 
in Geneva had resulted in the formation of a 
confederation, embracing the whole of Europe, 
for the better observance of the Lord’s-day 
throughout the Continent. The statement 
closed with an earnest appeal to the members 
of the Alliance, prayerfully and zealously 
to promote its objects, and each to cultivate 
in his own spirit and life that excellent grace 


of charity which is the bond of 

The Rev. A. M. W. Christopher, of Oxford, 
said that ministers of the different churches 
had united in asking the Alliance tu hold’ 
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Saviour—these have shown increasingly the eapecially would make a point of attending. ) 
Christ at large. New branches during the 
past year had been formed in . Egypt, in 
Spain, and elsewhere, strengthening the pa- 
rent organization, and increasing its useful- 
ness at home and abroad. The Council had 
recently been appealed to in several instances 
on behalf of their brethren persecuted for 
conscience’ sake in various lands, and the steps tration of differences of opinion amongst 
taken by the Alliance had been successful in miuisters of the same church, he hoped that 
obtaining the redress of the wrongs com- the meeting of the Alliance would show that 
plained of. The Annual Week of United and there was real unity amongst members of ' 
Universal Prayer was observed as usual at different branches of the Church of Christ. 
the commencement of the year, but ander M. Alexander Lombard, of Geneva, gave a 
circumstances which call for special thank- pleasing narrative of religious movenfents in 
fulness and praise. The annual address, trans- Geneva. He said that for most of these in 
ey ae lated and circulated throughout Christendom, modern times they were indebted to the 
had elicited an unprecedented response, and Alliance, In their great hall, built to com. 
both at home and abroad the observance of the memorate the Alliance meeting in 1861, and 
Week of Prayer was more than usually gene- capable of acoommodating 3,000 people, they 
ral and thorough. In some of the continental | had held many interesting gatherings, in 
cities, thousands and even tens of thousands of ; which their dear friend Merle D Aubigné 
persons met togetherto open the new year with | had taken part. The spiritual life of Geneva, | 
united supplication, agreeing with Christian | he believed, had been greatly strengthened 
brethren throughout the world “touching the | by the Alliance. He referred in thankful 
things they ask.” So large a gift of the | terms to what had been done to promote a 
spirit of grace and united supplication may | better obeervance of the Lord’s-day. 
surely be regarded as a bright portent of the, General Clinton B. Fisk, of the United 
blessings about to be bestowed by Him who said the present gathering made him 
said peopl, “Seek yo| te of worn flo 
-me” in vain. By the kind invitation of with the saints.” He had the plea- | 
friends in Oxford, she next Annual Conference 
will be held next autumn in that city. Dif- 
ficulties had arisen in the way of holding 
the next General Conference in Berlin, as a: 
proposed by his Majesty the Emperor of union in 
Germany; under the circumstances, the the coming together of denominations 
various Committees of the Swiss Branch of had long stood apart. 
the Alliance have resolved to invite the| Signor Gevazzi said he had just arrived 
Alliance to the city of Basle in the antumo of | from Italy, and to him the Evangelical Alli- 
1878. The Council rejoice to report that | ance was a good omen of Italy’s evangeliza- 
tion. Charches which for a long time bad 
been separated were nowin union. The 
Free Christian Church in Italy had now about 
twenty-seven regular stations for worabip, and 
some twenty more where their ministers weot 
regularly to preach. The Evangelical Alli- — 
ance had been of great service to them. | 
Evety year, be might say, in Italy their pro- 
gramme was carried out of the New Year's 
Week of Prayer, and very gladly would they | 
welcome the Alliance to Italy if they could | 
obtain a place large enough to hold them. . 
. The Rev. Dr. Kalopothakes (Greece) re- 
their next Conference in Oxford. He hoped | ferred in warm terms to the joy which the | 
that the very fact of the meeting being held | present united gathering of Christian brethren | 
there would be sufficient to interest a goodly |.from all parts of the world had afforded bim. ; 
number, and that their foreign friends | It reminded‘him of a Christian gentleman of : 
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